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GILBERT HEADS FOR
DIVISION I-AA

Named Head Coach at Jacksonville

by Teresa Green

Copy Editor

In a surprising move last Mon-
day, Steve Gilbert announced his
resignation as head football
coach of Ursinus College. His
decision to leave was based on
an offer he received, and ac-
cepted, from Jacksonville
University. Jacksonville is
starting an NCAA Division I-AA
non-scholarship program which
Gilbert will take the reigns of
immediately. When asked how

University

he felt about Coach Gilbert’s
decision to leave, Dr. Akin
replied, ‘I feel enormously
disappointed that he’s [left]” but
he continued, “we wish him all
the luck.”

Gilbert left Ursinus with the
most wins of any coach in the
college’s 104 year football
history. The 1996 season was
his best ever, with a 9-2 record.
This placed the Bears with their
first-ever outright conference
championship as well as their

first trip to the NCAA Playoffs.

Although the athletic depart-
ment will miss the success Coach
Gilbert helped bring to the
school, Dr. Akin did say that
“we will miss Steve Gilbert but
Steve Gilbert didn’t win the
conference championship; 70
students won the conference
championship.”

A national search has begun
for a successor to Coach Gilbert
but no one has been picked as of
yet.

I!l

SPORTS

WOMEN'S
BASKETBALL
TEAM LOSES IN |
CONFERENCE
SEMI'S
Finish Season at 16-9

Angie Arnold scored 18 points,
and Julie Anderson scored 17,
as host Johns Hopkins (22-3)
defeated Ursinus (16-9), 72-41, in
the Wednesday’s first round of
the Centennial Conference
women’s basketball playoffs.

Ursinus failed to score in the
first seven minutes of the first
half, and trailed by as many as 14

Men's
Volleyball
Update:

The Men’s Volleyball Club
started its first official season on
the losing end of a tri-match
against Drew and William
Patterson University on Saturday,
February 15. William Patterson
defeated Ursinus in a hard fought
match, 3 to 2 (13-15, 4-15, 15-6,
15-13, 15-13). Drew also

defeated Ursinus 3 to 2 despite a
come-from-behind effort by UC.
This season marks the first time
a men’s volleyball team is
representing Ursinus. The team
is led by co-captains, senior Phil
Landis and junior David Gaft.
The team is looking forward to
the rest of the season, which will

include four home games. The
first two home games will be on
Wednesday, March 19, against
Lehigh and Thursday, March 20,
against Widener at 7:00 P.M.
The team is hoping that the
Ursinus community will come out|
and support men’s volleyball.

by Joel Schofer
Sports Editor

What the hell are the Philadel-
phia 76ers doing? What the hell
are they doing?!? They’ve won
three of their last five games!
Their record is now 15-41!!!
They have four more wins than
the 11-49 league doormat
Vancouver Grizzlies who they SO
STUPIDLY beat on Friday

Oh, what a perfect opportunity
Jjust slipped by. The Sixers were
down by 12 in the third quarter.
Is there a better time to take a
powder, at the hands of the worst
team in the league, and make that
final push for the number one
pick in next year’s woefully thin
NBA draft? The answer...no.
There will be no better time.

Coach Johnny Davis needs to
realize that if he wants a center, if
he wants Wake Forest senior Tim
Duncan, he needs to start losing,
and losing badly. Encourage
Allen Iverson, Derrick Coleman,
and Jerry Stackhouse to work on
their three point shot during

A PHILLY FAN

games. Tell center Scott Wil-
liams to demand the ball and take
it to the hoop, passing to no one
and working on his offensive
move. Yes, I said move. Tell
Clarence Weatherspoon that he
can rebound fine and just needs to
concentrate on his ball distribu-
tion, preferably to Scott Williams.

It’s not that hard to lose. It
really isn’t, and it’s a sad time
when a basketball team can better
itself by losing, but can you
imagine a team with Derrick
Coleman, Jerry Stackhouse, Allen
Iverson, Don McLean, a small
forward or shooting guard
obtained for Clarence
Weatherspoon, and Tim Duncan?
I can, and I bet Donald can too,
and I bet he likes it as much as |
do, but I don’t like his women as
much as he does. That’s a strong,
young six that we’ll probably
never see in Philadelphia, and
that’s a strong young woman that
Donald will probably never see
outside of Wismer.

The Philadelphia Eagles have
signed...well...no one worth
mentioning. They actually did
sign some scrubby tight-end who

couldn’t hold Rick Colvin’s jock
strap. And no, Rick, we haven’t
set a date yet.

The Eagles are hot after a center
since Raleigh McKenzie bolted to
the San Diego Chargers.
Baltimore’s Steve Everitt, San
Diego’s Courtney Hall, Green
Bay’s Frank Winters, and San
Francisco’s Chris Dalman have
all visited the Eagles. Atlanta
guard Mike Zandofsky, who has
played center in the past, also
stopped by.

Everitt is the Eagles’ top
priority, having been offered a six
year deal worth $11.5 million,
and the rest of the guys constitute
Plans B, C, D, and E.

I say screw this center crap and
go get yourself some defense.
Center-schmenter. Defense is
what we need. We need help on
the defensive line. I don’t know
about you, but I don’t want to see
Rhett Hall, Mike Mamula, Andy
Harmon, and Greg Jefferson
rushing the passer next year.
There’s one starting defensive
lineman, one starting outside
linebacker, and two backups on
that line, and it’s not going to cut

it. If I was going to the Wild
Wing Cafe, I’d want Jefferson
and Hall on my starting line, but
I’m not, so I don’t. (Damn I’m
hungry.)

Alright, enough about my
hunger and more about sports.

For my final trick this week, I
feel as if it’s my duty to bring
everyone up to date on who’s
actually in the Phillies camp, so,
position by position, free from
any of my own opinions or
appraisals, here they are.

At catcher is starter Mike
Lieberthal, Scranton starter
Bobby Estallela, and backup
Mark Parent. At first base is
designated hitter Darren Daulton
and starter Rico Brogna. Second
base is occupied by starter Mickey
Morandini, backup Kevin Jordan,
and Scranton starter David
Doster. Scranton starter Desi
Relaford, backup Kevin Sefcik,
and starter Kevin Stocker are at
shortstop, while Scott Rolen’s
alone at third.

In the outfield is Wendell
McGee Jr. in center, Greg
Jefferies in left, and Danny
Tartabull in right. Tony

March uj

points, 28-14, with 1:03 to play
before the intermission. The
Bears had as many points, 16, as
turnovers in the first 20 minutes.
Johns Hopkins opened the
second half with a 10-3 run to go-
up by 19 points, 38-19, with |
15:24 to play. Ursinus never
threatened thereafter. !
The Bears shot just 24 percent
from the floor in the first half,
and only 25.8 percent for the
game. Johns Hopkins, mean-
while, hit 36 percent of its 1 j
shots, and held a 64-40 edge in
rebounds. |
Kathleen Farrell led Ursinus
with nine points, while Meg I
Larkin grabbed a team-best 12
rebounds. % !

Longmire, Scranton starter
Derrick May, Rex Hudler, and
Ruben Amaro Jr. are fighting for
two or three backup outfield
spots.

Among the established starti
pitchers are Curt Schilling,
Leiter, Mark Portugal, and

man Ken Ryan, and little oth
than that. Battling for the
starting spot and the remaining
seats in the bullpen are Scranto
starter Tyler Green, fifth starte
Bobby Munoz, Houston minor-
league reliever Edgar Ramos, lé
handed reliever Michael Mimb:
Scranton reliever Tim Fo !
Scranton reliever Eric
Plantenberg, right-handed
reliever Scott Ruffcorn, right-
handed reliever Ron Blazier,
stand-up comedian and star of |
own TV series Jerry Spradlin,
Scranton starter Rich Hunter,
Scranton starter Calvin Madure
right-handed reliever Reggie
Harris, and janitor Ryan
Hawblitzel.



