SAMPLE TREATMENT

The dramatic narrative synopsis of the opening scene:
In a dream, JENNIFER stares into a child’s bedroom.  She moves through the room looking at a football lying in an unmade bed, an empty closet, the empty dresser and a photograph of a man standing next to a young boy in the mountains.  The inscription reads:  “Love, Dad.”  From the bedroom window, she looks at a bicycle lying on its side in the yard.  She sits on the floor, draws her body into a ball and begins crying.

An alarm clock awakens Jennifer from the dream.  She gets up and goes to the room where the dream occurred and awakens her teenage son, BRAD.  He refuses to get up and go to school, saying he’s sick and doesn’t feel well.   Her insistence only worsens the situation.  During their argument, she discovers a letter from Brad’s father encouraging her son to move back to the mid-west with him.  Jennifer is outraged.   Brad pleads with his mother to let him live with his father.  Jennifer refuses to talk to him about living more than 2,000 miles away.  She ends the argument with:  “Your father is just putting damn foolish ideas into your head.”

Summarizing the action of Act 1:
Brad continues to disrupt life with his mother by poor performance in school and inexcusable acts of defiance and disrespect.  He furthers his disregard for her by emphasizing by her physical inability to do the manly tasks of throwing footballs and lifting weights.   Jennifer fears she is losing her son.  She decides to increase her time with him and puts him before men, work and her own good time but her efforts do little to gain respect or appreciation from him.  He is determined to get his way and prove to her that she can’t provide for his needs as well as his father.  Jennifer is aware that she doesn’t know what to do anymore and does not know what it will take to win back his affection.
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The dramatic narrative synopsis of Plot Point 1:

Jennifer, while running with her friend Jane, confides in her and relates her perception of the problem.  Jennifer blames Brad’s father for causing all the trouble and states that she’s determined to find a way to turn Brad around.  As they are running, Jennifer spots a poster advertising a wilderness trip:  “Wilderness Survival Adventures:  A Journey That Develops Control of Our Lives.”  Jennifer mentions that that’s the kind of thing Brad’s father does to win his son over to his side.  Jane suggests that Jennifer should consider such an excursion, but Jennifer explains that she’s not that adventurous and dismisses the subject.

After they separate, Jennifer abruptly changes directions, returns to the poster and tears it down.  At home she holds the poster in front of Brad and announces they’re going on an adventure.  Brad laughs at her, “My mom in the wilderness – that’ll be the day.”  She begins making preparations for the journey.

Summarizing the Obstacles of Act 2:

Jennifer and Brad prepare and travel by train to Montana where they are greeted, instructed and checked out by the expedition staff headed by Red Travis.  Red flies them by helicopter into the wilderness and they spend an uneventful, but humorous two day scenic journey, hiking, swimming, fishing, camping and photographing the sites until they reach the first checkpoint and expedition staff.  Jennifer boasts with pride of their accomplishments and Brad has all but forgotten the war they had at home.


On the first evening of the second phase of their journey, after leaving the staff, they discover they must cross a rapidly raging river.  They decide to pass their packs across by hand.  During the process Brad loses his balance and falls into the raging waters.  Jennifer panics, drops her pack and jumps in to save Brad.
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Her attempts to save him fail and they tumble through the turbulent white waters.  Brad is thrown into a cluster of boulders and Jennifer is washed over the rapids and dumped into an eddy below.  She climbs out just in time to watch their packs tumble down the river out of sight.


She looks for Brad and finds him half drowning and crying in pain and shock.  Jennifer frees the boulder trapping his foot and pulls him out of the water.  Brad cannot walk and is in a great deal of pain.   The mishap has taken them far away from their trail and Jennifer realizes they are in serious trouble.  She decides to stay with Brad rather than go for help or look for their gear.  Their pockets contain nothing but wet matches, a knife and one roll of film.


During the next three days Jennifer, unable to find the packs, manages to keep them alive by various acts of survival – building a fire without matches, catching a fish bare handed, making a shelter from dead branches and dragging limbs to a meadow for markers in case they are spotted by aircraft.  Brad’s condition continues to worsen and he begs his mother to go for help.  She assures him that they’ll be rescued when they don’t show up at the next checkpoint.

The dramatic narrative synopsis of Plot Point 2:
When Jennifer realizes that it is time they were missed by the expedition staff, she struggles to carry Brad to the meadow where the markers have been placed.  Brad’s ankle and leg are swollen and he goes in and out of consciousness asking for his father.  Jennifer is concerned that he might be dying and tells him the many things she has withheld from him – the many feelings about her inadequacies as a mother and person.  She blames herself for being the cause of the accident and the source of all their problems.  She is close to giving up hope for rescue when a helicopter, flown by Red, circles above them.  He is unable to land in the meadow and must lower a basket to life them aboard.

They are flown back to base camp and go by ambulance to the nearest hospital.  The doctors want to call the family to help them get home, but Brad and Jennifer decide they can manage anything together after this incident.  They are awarded badges from the expedition staff for their incredible acts of survival.
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Summarizing Act 3:

Traveling home on the train, Brad boasts to strangers about their incredible journey and his mother saving their lives.  When they return home, Brad’s airline tickets have arrived for his summer vacation with his father.  Jennifer asks Brad if he still wants to live with his father and he explains that he wishes he could live in both places.  He begs his mother to consider moving back to the Midwest, but she only shares how impossible that would be for her.  Her reaction to the situation has mellowed and she seems to really listen to Brad.  While running with her friend Jane, Jennifer informs her that she has decided that Brad should live with his father on a trial basis.  Jane is shocked at Jennifer’s change.  Jennifer explains the transformation that occurred on the trip.  She is convinced that she can survive without Brad and that all mothers must let go of their children some day anything.  She’s most concerned that Brad will always resent her if he isn’t free to experience his father.

Jennifer tells Brad how she feels and although he’s somewhat reluctant to leave her, they pack most of his belongings for a six month trial living arrangement with his father.  Jennifer takes Brad to the airport and they tearfully make their departure.  She hands Brad the only remains of their trip, a photograph of them together standing amid the mountains with the inscription, “Love, Mom.”

The dramatic narrative synopsis of the ending:

Jennifer returns home and enters Brad’s bedroom.  The football lies on the unmade bed, the closet is empty, the dresser is empty and the photo of Brad with his dad is still on the dresser.  She looks out the window and sees a bicycle lying on its side.  She falls on the floor and rolls into a ball and cries.  After a few moments, the telephone rings.  Wiping away her tears, she answers:  “Oh, hi Jane – no nothing, just surviving.”

