Treatment
A treatment is a synopsis which gives the reader an idea of what the video will be about, how it will be structured and some sense of its style and approach.  A good treatment will answer the following questions:

1. What is the topic of the video?  Is the show designed to answer any question, show opposing views or clarify an issue?

2. What is the format of the video?

3. How long is the video?

4. Who are the main characters, spokespersons or guests?  Include any relevant background materials.

5. What will the viewer see during the program, what locations and/or sets will be utilized?

6. What will happen during the program?

7. What is the style of the video?  Is it fast paced, serious, humorous, light, hard hitting?

8. Is this video unique?  Why is it interesting?

The treatment should be brief; a paragraph is fine, and it should never be more than a typewritten page.  Write it in a descriptive style that gives the reader a visual sense of what the video will be like.  Writing a synopsis will help you focus your thoughts and also help communicate them to others.  It will prove very useful when it comes time to promote your program.

SAMPLE TREATMENTS

Treatment 1: Video and Narration Only

The show opens with a sixty-second montage of six old buildings with music and opening titles.  As the show continues, the narrator describes each building, tells when it was constructed and who the architect was, and relates and amusing anecdote about its history.  During this narration, old photos, film and current video will be used to document the past and present of what is being talked about.  For the conclusion the narrator will tie things together, remind us of our past and call for more community support for preservation.  Music will fade up and credits will roll over a closing montage of old pictures.

Treatment 2:  Interviews Only

This show opens with a minute of brief statements from the historians, architect and preservationists to be featured in the show.  Each will make one brief statement about historical value of the old buildings, their architectural significance or preservation goals.  Next there will be music, titles and an opening montage of buildings.  Then the music fades and the voice of an historian begins to describe an old building as he stands in front of it.  He is soon established on camera, his name appears on the screen, and after fifteen seconds the viewer sees more detail, past and present, of the building while the subject’s voice heard describing it.

Treatment 3:  On-Camera Host Only

This show opens with a host standing in front of one of the historic sites.  He or she opens the show and sets the stage for the program to follow.  After a brief introduction, there is a montage of buildings with music and titles.  The remainder of the program features the host on location at a variety of historical sites.  Even though the host is always seen at the location being described, much of what he or she says will be spoken over visuals of buildings.

Sample Treatment: Music Video

This will be a three-minute music video of the song “??” by ??, a local band.  It will be taped on location in a nearby park.  The band will set up at the park and with trees and greenery in the background, perform live for their fans.  The video will be produced with the purpose of getting it on local cable.  All songs will be videotaped more than once to get the best version.  Before the concert I will videotape the band preparing for the event setting up their equipment and practicing.  After the concert, I will videotape band members mingling with their fans.  As they are shown on screen playing the song, I will edit in the scenes of them before and after the performance while the music plays.  The purpose of this video is to show a local band in action.
