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	Multicultural Images in the Media                     
Pine Manor College, Prof. J. Mintzer

This paper is due at the beginning of class on:
_________________________________
(see course schedule online for due date)

· This paper is worth 100 points.

· This paper should be approximately 4-5 pages long.

· All papers should be typed, double-spaced and stapled.

 ***If you would like me to mail your paper back to you after I have graded it, please provide me with a self-addressed, stamped envelope.***




Final Paper Assignment

For your final paper, you should watch a full-length feature film where one (or hopefully more) of the main characters are of African, Middle Eastern, Asian, Latino and/or Native American descent.  You will analyze the film’s portrayals regarding these characters and relate your analysis to ideas we have been talking about in class and in the readings.  The film you choose should be relatively recent (released within the past ten years or so) and one we have not watched in class already.  If you have a close friend in class, please try to choose different films so that we don’t have a ton of overlap.  I want your analysis to be your own, not the exact same paper your friend writes.
Some things you might want to write about in your paper are as follows:

· Are there any stereotypical portrayals regarding race/ethnicity in the film?

· Were any of the characters “token” characters?

· Are the characters of color portrayed as being good or evil?  Who are the “heroes” of the story?

· Was the ethnicity/race of the actors a crucial element to the film and the characters?

· Could the director have substituted any actor of any ethnicity/race for the main characters?

· Did the characters of color have identifiable occupations?  If so, are they cast in “working class” jobs or do they hold more “white collar” jobs?

· Did the characters of color have any romantic/love scenes shown on screen or was any romance present for the character at all?

· Were the characters of color educated (or did they appear to be educated and intelligent)?

· Are any of the characters of color portrayed as being incompetent or naive?

· Do any white characters serve to “save the day” and rescue characters of color?

· Were there any positive portrayals in the film of the characters of color?

· How did the white characters (if any) relate to the characters of color?

· Any other ideas you feel are relevant to include in this paper that relate to things we discussed/read are welcome in this paper.

Make sure you use ***SPECIFIC*** examples in your paper to illustrate your main points.  Refer to specific scenes, specific dialogue and/or specific plot points – in other words, don’t talk in generalities.  Go into detail in your writing and convey the film’s portrayals as if someone who hasn’t seen the movie is learning about it for the first time.

***BE PREPARED TO HAVE A CLIP FROM YOUR FILM TO BRING TO CLASS ON THE PAPER’S DUE DATE.  WE WILL BE SHARING EVERYONE’S FINDINGS/CONCLUSIONS IN CLASS THAT DAY.***
(turn over)

Writing the Paper

You should write your paper as follows:

I. Introduction – Give a brief overview of the film’s story and characters and highlight the major findings you will be going into more detail about in the body of your paper

II. Body – Use specific examples to illustrate your main points.  Remember to begin a new paragraph with each new idea or theme you discuss.

III. Conclusion – Summarize your main points and assert whether this film is a positive, negative or neutral portrayal of the characters you analyzed.  If relevant, discuss what you would change if you were the producer of the film.

	Rewrites: Please note that I don’t allow you to rewrite final papers that are due during finals period because semester grades need to be submitted to the registrar within a few days of when the final paper is due.

Writing Tips: Please review the “writing tips” that are on my website at www.jenmintzer.com/writingtips.htm as you write your paper.

Assistance with Writing:  As always, I am more than happy to review a rough draft of your paper and make suggestions if you get it to me in advance of the due date.  Please also make use of the Learning Resource Center if you need help with your writing skills.  (Learning Resource Center:  http://www.pmc.edu/academic/LRC/lrc.html, Phone: 617-731-7181)


