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Issues in Mass Communication: Legal and Ethical Issues in Mass Communication
Pine Manor College

Professor: Jen Mintzer

Midterm Paper Assignment
For your midterm paper, you are to choose a branch of the mass media (ie. Books, newspapers, radio, film, television, advertising, public relations, Internet) and research what laws are in place in the United States to regulate this industry.  How did the regulations come to be?  What happens to those who violate these regulations?  Is there any controversy over the ethics of these guidelines?  Is change on the horizon regarding this industry’s regulation?  If so, what changes are being proposed?  Do you think that the regulations that are in place now
Next, choose another country and find out how that country goes about regulating the same industry within its own boundaries.  

In your paper, you will compare and contrast the United States with another country.

In general, your paper should be written as follows:

Introduction:  Introduce the reader to the industry you will be examining and the countries you will focus on, give a preview of the regulations that exist.
Body of Paper:  Go in depth regarding the history and logic behind the laws/regulations for the industry you chose in the United States.  Cite any cases that illustrate the effectiveness (or lack thereof) of current regulations in place.  Be sure to find evidence to support your claims (expert testimony, statistics, etc.)

Do the same thing for the other country you are researching.  Compare and contrast this other country’s regulations with those of the United States.  How effective are these regulations?
Conclusion:  Summarize your main ideas in this paragraph and use this paragraph to assert any changes you would make (if any) regarding the regulations you discussed in the body of your paper.
IMPORTANT:   Do NOT just use Internet sources in this paper.   SOME Internet sources are okay, but students often rely SOLELY on them – and this is not acceptable when conducting research.  Also, make sure you CITE your sources in your paper!!!  In the field of Communication, APA format is typically used.  I’ll accept either MLA or APA style format. You must follow the guidelines for one of these citation styles.
Please be prepared to (informally) talk about your paper what you researched in class on the day the paper is due.  
This paper will be worth 50 points and should be about 4-5 pages in length.
Due Date:  Wednesday, March 23, 2005
	Rewrites:  You may rewrite a paper in my class for a higher grade ONLY if you hand it in on the original due date.  Late submissions will receive an automatic 5 points off per day and you will not have the option to rewrite.  Rewrites will be due within one week of when I hand the paper back to you, unless stated otherwise.  Please note that I don’t allow you to rewrite final papers that are due during finals period because semester grades need to be submitted to the registrar within a few days of when the final paper is due.

Writing Tips: Please review the “writing tips” that are on my website at www.jenmintzer.com/writingtips.htm as you write your paper.

Assistance with Writing:  As always, I am more than happy to review a rough draft of your paper and make suggestions if you get it to me in advance of the due date.  Please also make use of the Learning Resource Center if you need help with your writing skills.  (Learning Resource Center:  http://www.pmc.edu/academic/LRC/lrc.html, Phone: 617-731-7181)


