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Issues in Mass Communication: Legal and Ethical Issues in Mass Communication
Pine Manor College

Professor: Jen Mintzer

	***If you would like me to mail your paper back to you after I have graded it, please give me a self-addressed stamped envelope so I can send you back your paper over the break.  Put 1 stamp on the envelope for every 6 pages of paper I will be mailing back to you.***


Final Paper Assignment
For this paper, you will be interviewing media professionals regarding their experiences and advice regarding legal and ethical issues they have encountered on the job.

Hence, this assignment requires you to make contacts in the media world.  I would ideally like you to conduct interviews with three different media professionals (journalists, DJs, TV reporters, producers, filmmakers, PR practitioners, advertising professionals, etc.)  I realize most of you are going into this “cold” and have no contacts.  That is the part of the purpose of this assignment - it is an opportunity to exercise your research and interviewing skills to learn more about a media field that interests you.

To help you locate people to interview you may want to check out some resources listed in the links section of our class website (I will discuss this in class and show you some useful resources) – there are many directories online that list contact information for various media professionals.  I suggest either emailing or calling people you locate online to determine whether they would be willing to be interviewed for this project.  Start your search early in the semester so that you aren’t waiting until the last minute hoping someone will agree to be interviewed.  Be prepared to encounter many rejections before finding people willing to be interviewed.
Prior to locating the individuals you will interview, you need to put together a list of tentative questions (you will submit this list of questions with your final paper).  Your mission as an interviewer is to find out as much as possible about the various issues that each professional deals with and how he/she dealt with ethical and legal issues in the past.

Once you locate three individuals willing to be interviewed, you may conduct your interviews either in person, via email or on the phone (or a combination of all 3 if you wish).  If you are conducting your interviews in person or over the phone, it would be useful to tape record your interview for use while you are writing your paper (especially so you can include accurate quotes in the paper).  Make sure you obtain permission to do this from the interviewee prior to doing so though.
After you complete your interviews, you will compile the most important findings and stories in a paper you will submit to me during the final exam period (we won’t have a final exam – this paper is your “final”).  
This paper will be worth 100 points and should be about 5 pages in length.
Due Date: See the final exam schedule - This paper will due on the day the final exam is scheduled for this class (we don’t have a final exam…this paper serves as your “final”).  You must submit your paper in my mailbox by 4:00 pm on the day the final is scheduled.  Absolutely NO late papers will be accepted for this assignment.  

	Rewrites:  You may rewrite a paper in my class for a higher grade ONLY if you hand it in on the original due date.  Late submissions will receive an automatic 5 points off per day and you will not have the option to rewrite.  Rewrites will be due within one week of when I hand the paper back to you, unless stated otherwise.  Please note that I don’t allow you to rewrite final papers that are due during finals period because semester grades need to be submitted to the registrar within a few days of when the final paper is due.

Writing Tips: Please review the “writing tips” that are on my website at www.jenmintzer.com/writingtips.htm as you write your paper.

Assistance with Writing:  As always, I am more than happy to review a rough draft of your paper and make suggestions if you get it to me in advance of the due date.  Please also make use of the Learning Resource Center if you need help with your writing skills.  (Learning Resource Center:  http://www.pmc.edu/academic/LRC/lrc.html, Phone: 617-731-7181)


