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Issues in Mass Communication: Legal and Ethical Issues in Mass Communication
Pine Manor College

Professor: Jen Mintzer

Leading Class Discussion Assignment
On certain days throughout the semester, I have set aside time for students to lead class discussion.  The purpose of this assignment is primarily to further build your presentation and public speaking skills and to build on your critical thinking and research skills.
Once we have decided as a class who will be assigned to each day, you are to get together with the other person assigned to that day and do some coordination.  Each of you is to find two legal and/or ethical cases (cases not discussed in class and not in the books we are reading in class) and present them to the class (so between the two of you, you will have four cases total).  Obviously, I don’t want you and the other person to overlap the cases you present but they should be somehow similar in terms of their themes though, if possible.  Please try to build upon the theme of the prior class if you can in the cases that you choose to present.
You may use any means you want to present your cases.   You can bring in handouts to the class, show something on the computer, show a video, etc. – it’s totally up to you how you want to present your material.

Once you present your cases, I want you to ask the class questions relating to what you presented.  You are going to lead the discussion, call on people and move the discussion forward when need be.  Both you and your partner may do this together or you may each choose to lead the discussion separately.  It’s up to you.  To prepare for this discussion-leading, I would like you and your partner to type up a list of preliminary questions that you plan to ask (you aren’t limited to these pre-planned questions though during the actual class) – you will hand this list in to me at the end of your discussion-leading class.
This assignment will be worth 25 points.  If you aren’t prepared on the day you are scheduled to present, you will not be able to go on a different day.
