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	Images of Women in the Media                     
Pine Manor College, Prof. J. Mintzer

This paper is due at the beginning of class on:
_________________________________
(see course schedule online for due date)

· This paper is worth 100 points.

· This paper should be approximately 4-5 pages long.

· All papers should be typed, double-spaced and stapled.

 ***If you would like me to mail your paper back to you after I have graded it, please provide me with a self-addressed, stamped envelope.***




Final Paper Assignment

Choose one of the following options for your final paper:

Option #1:  Film Analysis

For this paper, you are to choose a relatively recent film (released within the past 5 years) and analyze the female character(s) in it.  You will have to watch this film several times and take notes on it in order to write this paper so choose a film you won’t get bored with!  The library has a list of films you can choose from if you can’t get to a video store.
You may either choose to write about one female character in the film or several female characters in the film – it will depend on which movie you choose.  

In your paper, I want you to analyze the portrayal of the woman/women in the film using the readings we have done to inform your analysis.

Among other things, you may want to consider discussing the following if appropriate:

· Does this film use “the male gaze” to frame women visually?

· If a woman is portrayed as a mother, what is the nature of this portrayal?

· If the woman is a villain, what is the nature of this portrayal?

· Are women of color treated in a different manner than white women?
· How are single women portrayed?

· Are there any contradictions in how a woman is portrayed in the film?
Your paper should be written as follows:

· Introduction – tell me what film you watched and give me a general understanding of the plot.  Tell me which women you will be analyzing in the paper and give me a general idea of what their character is and does.

· Body of the Paper – Use specific examples of visual images, elements of the plot and/or dialogue to support your analysis.  I also want you to tie in quotes from the reading as well in your analysis.  Remember to cite your sources!
· Conclusion – Sum up your observations and tell me if you think the portrayal of women in the film was positive or negative in light of your analysis.  If negative, how could the portrayal have been improved?

On the day the paper is due, please also bring in the movie you watched and be prepared to show the class a specific example of a scene you analyzed in your paper.

(turn over)

Option #2:  Comparisons in the Press

For this paper, you will be conducting an analysis where you are comparing the portrayals of men and women.

You are to choose one female and one male example of the follow

(only choose one category…you don’t need to write about all of these things!)

a. One female and one male athlete of comparable rank in the world of a sport.

Example:  which man and woman won the most medals in the Olympic gymnastic competitions, which man and woman won Wimbledon this year, which male and female swimmer won the most medals at the Olympics, etc.

b. One female and one male politician/policy maker of comparable rank

Example:  a male and female member of the President’s Cabinet, a male and female judge, a male and female congressmember or Senator, etc.

c. One female and one male musician/singer of similar musical genres of comparable popularity and success where the music genre is considered more “masculine” or “feminine” ie. heavy metal, new age (ie. John Tesh, Yanni, Enya)

d. One female and one male dancer of comparable status (ie. A male and female ballet dancer)

e. Any other category that you can convince me would be an interesting basis of comparison…just make sure you clear it with me first before you start though if you want to do a different category.

Once you have chosen a category and your two specimens, you are to do a search and find five articles (newspaper or magazine or both) about each person.   

In your paper, you are to compare and contrast the differences in how each person is portrayed.  Use the articles we read in these past weeks to help you inform your analysis.   Some things you might want to look at are the adjectives used to describe each person, whether or not the person’s attractiveness is emphasized over his/her professional accomplishments, whether or not the person’s family life is emphasized in the articles, what other aspects of the person’s life are included in the article?

You should write your paper as follows…

· Introduction:  Explain who you decided to study and why you felt a comparison of these people would be interesting.  Explain what articles you examined.
· Body of the Paper:  Give concrete examples of what you found in analyzing the articles, were the woman and the man portrayed in equal ways in your opinion?  If not, what were the differences you noted?  Were the photos that accompanied the articles posed in different ways?  What about the captions of the photos?  Did anything seem sexist to you?  Make sure you include quotes from the articles and cite the source of each quote in your paper.

· Conclusion:  Summarize your findings and state possible areas for future study based on what you found.

On the day the paper is due, please be prepared to discuss your findings with the class.
	Rewrites:  Please note that I don’t allow you to rewrite final papers that are due during finals period because semester grades need to be submitted to the registrar within a few days of when the final paper is due.

Writing Tips: Please review the “writing tips” that are on my website at www.jenmintzer.com/writingtips.htm as you write your paper.

Assistance with Writing:  As always, I am more than happy to review a rough draft of your paper and make suggestions if you get it to me in advance of the due date.  Please also make use of the Learning Resource Center if you need help with your writing skills.  (Learning Resource Center:  http://www.pmc.edu/academic/LRC/lrc.html, Phone: 617-731-7181)


