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Children and the Media
Pine Manor College

Prof. J. Mintzer

Final Paper Assignment

Due Date: _________________________________
                  (see course schedule online for due date)
Length: Approximately 4-5 pages

For your final paper, you should choose any full-length feature film (could be animated or not – doesn’t matter) that was aimed at children and analyze the messages that are present regarding:

· Gender

· Race

· Violence

· Sex

· Adult authority

· Consumerism

· You will also research what products were sold in relation to this movie and include a list of those products in an Appendix (ie. Action figures, lunchboxes, stuffed animals, etc.)

Please do NOT choose the following movies (we will discuss and read about these films in class): Aladdin, Beauty and the Beast, The Little Mermaid, Mulan, Snow White, Cinderella, The Lion King, Tarzan, Pocahontas

***BE PREPARED TO HAVE A CLIP OF YOUR FILM TO BRING TO CLASS ON THE PAPER’S DUE DATE.  WE WILL BE SHARING EVERYONE’S FINDINGS/CONCLUSIONS IN CLASS THAT DAY.***

(turn over)

Writing the Paper

You should write your paper as follows:

I. Introduction – Give a brief overview of the film’s story and characters and highlight the major findings you will be going into more detail about in the body of your paper

II. Body – Use specific examples to illustrate your main points.  Remember to begin a new paragraph with each new idea or theme you discuss.

III. Conclusion – Summarize your main points and assert whether this film is an appropriate film for children.  Why or why not?  What would you have changed if you could?

IV. Appendix – List all of the products sold in relation to the marketing of this film.

	Rewrites:  You may rewrite a paper in my class for a higher grade ONLY if you hand it in on the original due date.  Late submissions will receive an automatic 5 points off per day and you will not have the option to rewrite.  Rewrites will be due within one week of when I hand the paper back to you, unless stated otherwise.  Please note that I don’t allow you to rewrite final papers that are due during finals period because semester grades need to be submitted to the registrar within a few days of when the final paper is due.

Writing Tips: Please review the “writing tips” that are on my website at www.jenmintzer.com/writingtips.htm as you write your paper.

Assistance with Writing:  As always, I am more than happy to review a rough draft of your paper and make suggestions if you get it to me in advance of the due date.  Please also make use of the Learning Resource Center if you need help with your writing skills.  (Learning Resource Center:  http://www.pmc.edu/academic/LRC/lrc.html, Phone: 617-731-7181)


