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SONY PD-150 CAMCORDER CHECKLIST
CONNECTING MICROPHONE(S) AND SETTING INPUTS
If you are using only the camera mounted microphone…

· Place the mic in the holder by unscrewing the mic holder, placing the mic in the holder and tightening the screw.  Connect its XLR mic cable to “input 1” at the input jacks under the mic.

· On the input switches side, choose the proper setting with the “REC CH SELECT” switch.  This would be the “CH1.CH2” setting, recording the audio from the camera mic to both audio channels.

· On the “INPUT 1” side, make sure the “INPUT LEVEL” switch is on “MIC” and the “+48V” switch is set for “ON”

If you are using the camera mounted microphone and another microphone…

· Set the camera mic as listed above except set the “REC CH SELECT” switch on the “CH1” setting
· Connect the 2nd mic’s cable to “Input 2”

· On the “INPUT 2” side, make sure the “INPUT LEVEL” switch is on “MIC”  If you are using a lavaliere (clip-on mic) or shotgun mic that normally uses a battery, set the “+48V” switch for “ON”  This way you won’t need to install the battery in the microphone.  If you are using a handheld dynamic mic that doesn’t use a battery, set the “+48V” switch to “OFF”

If you are NOT using the camera mounted microphone and using 2 other microphones…
· Connect the 2 mic cables to inputs 1 and 2
· On input 1, set the “REC CH SELECT” switch to the “CH1” setting.
· On both inputs, make sure the “INPUT LEVEL” switch is on “MIC”
· For each channel, if you are using a lavaliere (clip-on mic) or shotgun mic that normally uses a battery, set the “+48V” switch on “ON”  This way you won’t need to install the battery in the microphone.  If you are using a handheld dynamic mic that doesn’t use a battery, set the “48V” switch to “OFF”


PREPARING THE CAMERA

1. Connect a power source to the camera.  If AC electrical power is available, use the AC adapter, plugging the small end of the adapter cable into the “DC in” jack (there is a small rubber cover with that label) on the rear of the camera, to the left of the battery compartment.  If you need mobility or have no access to electrical power, insert a battery, with the arrows on the battery pointing down, into the battery compartment (to eject the battery, there is a button on the top of the camera just over the battery – press it down to release the battery).

2. Remove the lens cap (replace it when you are done shooting)

3. Press the blue button on the Eject switch and slide it down to insert a tape.

4. Insert a DV video cassette with the window facing out and the write-protect tab facing upward.  Close the cassette compartment by pressing the “PUSH” mark on it.  Close the cassette lid by pressing the “PUSH” button on the cassette lid until it clicks shut.  ***VERY IMPORTANT – ONLY PRESS LIGHTLY WHERE IT SAYS “PUSH” – DON’T FORCE IT***
5. Push the green button on the power switch (to the right of the battery compartment) and slide it up so that the white mark is on “Camera”

CHOOSING VIDEO SETTINGS
1. ND Filter

Set to “OFF” unless you are shooting outdoors and there is too much light.  If the “ND1” or “ND2” indicators flash in the viewfinder, then switch the ND Filter to that setting.

2. White Balance

On the rear of the camera

A. set the “auto lock” selector to the center position (auto lock release)

B. Press the “White Balance” button.  1 of 3 icons will appear in the viewfinder.

C. Move the “SEL/PUSH EXEC” wheel to choose among the 3 icons.


-the icon with the circle complete surrounded by radiating lines is the outdoor setting


-the icon with the lightbulb is the indoor setting


-the icon with the square and 2 triangles is for the manual white balance

D.  if on the Manual White Balance icon, zoom in and focus on something white in the exact spot and light where you will be videotaping.  Press and hold the “SEL/PUSH EXEC” wheel until the icon stops flashing.  This works for both indoors and outdoors.  You have now “White Balanced” for your shot.  You will need to white balance every time you change location and/or the light changes.

3.  Manual/Automatic Focus

Set to Manual when you will be moving or zooming the camera during a shot and don’t want the image to go in and out of focus as it would in the Auto Focus mode.  Zoom all the way in on your subject, focus, then zoom to frame your shot.  The Manual Focus ring is the ring on the lens closest to the front of the lens.

4.  Audio Levels
-Press the “Audio Level” button on the rear of the camera to see the audio levels displayed in the viewfinder.  Press the button again to make the level display disappear.

-Audio levels are automatically set on the camera for both audio channels.

-There are times when you may want to manually set the audio level…to do this…

A. Open (pull out) the LCD viewfinder screen on the side of the camera.

B.  Push the “MENU” button on the side of the camera by the LCD viewfinder.
C.  Turn the “SEL/PUSH EXEC” dial until the videotape icon is highlighted in yellow, then push the dial.

D. Turn the “SEL/PUSH EXEC” dial until “AUDIO SET” is highlighted, then push the dial.

E. Push the “SEL/PUSH EXEC” dial until “ON” for AGC CH1 is highlighted, then turn the dial to turn it OFF.

F. Push the dial to highlight AGC CH1 again, the repeat the above procedure for turning AGC CH2 off.

G. Press the MENU button to exit.

-to now set levels…

· Press the AUDIO LEVEL button the rear of the camera

· Push the “SEL/PUSH EXEC” dial to select (highlight) either CH1 or CH2 and turn the “SEL/PUSH EXEC” dial to manually adjust the audio level for that channel, watching the audio meter.  There must be audio from your subject while you are setting levels.  Set your level as close to “0” as possible, without going into the red more than just occasionally.

TO RECORD
· Press the red button on the back of the camera to start recording (you will see “REC” in the viewfinder screen when you do this).

· To stop recording, hit the red button again.
TO ZOOM IN OR OUT

· Use the W/T control button on top of the camera to zoom in or out.

· You can also zoom in or out by turning one of the rings near the lens of the camera.
TO REVIEW WHAT YOU TAPED

· Push the power switch (to the right of the battery compartment) and slide it down so that the white mark is on “VCR”

· Under the camera handle are the VCR controls, which work just like a regular VCR.
· Volume controls for the built-in speaker are on the LCD viewfinder, to the left of the screen.

SOME NOTES

· If the tape will not record, check the “Write Protect” switch in on the edge of the videotape and make sure it’s all the way towards the right, in the “Rec” position.

· Remember that once you press the “Record” button, it still takes a few seconds for the tape to get up to speed and start recording.  Also, you need to have at least 5 seconds of “preroll” before the start of each shot for editing.

· Make sure you leave the tripod plate on the bottom of the camera when you return the camera.

· The battery power will be depleted faster if you open the tiny screen on the left of the camera.  If you just look through the viewfinder, the battery will last longer.

