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	The Art and Industry of Film                     
Pine Manor College, Prof. J. Mintzer

This quiz is due at the beginning of class on: 
_________________________________
(see course schedule online for due date)
· This final paper is worth 100 points.

· This paper should be approximately 4-5 pages long.

· All papers should be typed, double-spaced and stapled.

***If you would like me to mail your paper back to you after I have graded it, please provide me with a self-addressed, stamped envelope.***

 


Final Paper Assignment

For this paper, you will:
1.  Choose a film that has been nominated for or won a Best Picture or Best Director Academy Award.  The websites listed below will help you figure out which films are “eligible” for this assignment.  Please note that you may not choose a movie that you have already analyzed for one of the short assignments given earlier in the semester.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_Award_for_Best_Picture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_Award_for_Best_Director
2. Watch the film you have chosen and take notes on each scene.  Pay close attention to elements of mise en scène, sound, acting and editing.  Why did the director make the choices he/she made in the film?  What motifs are present in the film?  How is the story structured?  What dialogue is memorable?   The notes you take during this stage will help you write your paper so make sure you are thinking about all of the elements of filmmaking that we have been discussing all semester.  When you write your paper, your goal is to show me you understand and can apply the knowledge you learned in this course to a detailed analysis of a film.

3. After watching the film once, conduct research on the production and critical reception of the movie.  Find as much information as you can about the actual making of the movie.  In addition to looking at information on www.imdb.com, you should also find at least three reviews of the film that were published in a major newspaper or magazine.  If you have trouble finding articles, you should bring this assignment sheet to a librarian and ask for help in finding sources.  Someone there will be happy to show you where to look!
4. Watch the film a few more times – try to catch elements that you missed the first time you watched the film.

(turn over)

5. Write your paper.  I suggest approaching the paper as follows:

Introduction:  
Provide an overview of the film you watched.  Give a brief 1-2 sentence summation of the film and include a thesis statement that will give the reader an overview of the elements you examined in this paper.

Body of the Paper:

Analysis of specific scenes:  In the body of your paper, you should use specific examples from the film to illustrate your understanding of key film concepts discussed in class all semester.  Be sure to describe each scene you are referring to as though the reader has not seen the film.  Use film terminology in your analysis when appropriate.

Overview of the critical reception of the film:  The body of your paper should also include an overview of your findings as to how the film was critically received.  Do you disagree or agree with the critics?  Do you think this film was worthy of its Academy Award nomination or win?  Be sure to back up your assertions with evidence.  You must cite your sources when referring to specific articles.  Refresh your memory as to how to cite sources from your College Composition courses.

Conclusion:
Provide the reader with a summation of the main points you made in the paper.

Bibliography Page:

Provide a bibliography of the sources you referred to in the paper (ie. The reviews you found regarding the film’s critical reception)

	Rewrites:  Please note that I don’t allow you to rewrite final papers that are due during finals period because semester grades need to be submitted to the registrar within a few days of when the final paper is due.

Writing Tips: Please review the “writing tips” that are on my website at www.jenmintzer.com/writingtips.htm as you write your paper.

Assistance with Writing:  As always, I am more than happy to review a rough draft of your paper and make suggestions if you get it to me in advance of the due date.  Please also make use of the Learning Resource Center if you need help with your writing skills.  (Learning Resource Center:  http://www.pmc.edu/academic/LRC/lrc.html, Phone: 617-731-7181)


